
Stoner Prairie Elementary-Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meeting Minutes

June 26, 2023 17 people in attendance

Welcome and Introductions - PTO Board voted on at our May 26th meeting:
Krista Kohls- Co-President
Kirsten Heggeseth: Co-President
Heather Dipko: Treasurer
Kirsten Donaldson: Secretary
Phoebe Natzke: Fundraising Chair

Reviewed PTO Objectives
● to support the goals and objectives of Stoner Prairie Elementary School;
● to provide opportunities for the school community to learn, grow, and achieve

together;
● to embrace families and encourage all families to feel like welcome members of

the school community;
● to provide a venue for teachers and parents to contribute to the mission of Stoner

Prairie Elementary School

Financial Report
Heather gave the financial report from the 22-23 school year. We allocated $8,391.47 and
spent $7,426.99. We saved $964.48 to put towards our budget for next year. There was
discussion about how to increase communication to certified staff who have a home base at
Stoner Prairie that there is teacher funding of $100 to be reimbursed with turned in receipts for
classroom supplies or other needs. There is a google form to use for reimbursement requests.
Mr. V. noted the forms for reimbursement were very easy to use. Kirsten D suggested moving
back the deadline from February to March to allow for end of year projects or classroom needs
to be met later in the year. Heather agreed this was possible.
Heather explained the 23-24 proposed budget. With an added fundraising opportunity this Fall,
the Fun Run, she thought it made sense to approve only the first semester budget and look at
the 2nd half of the year when we know more about any added funds.
Krista made a motion to approve the financial report and, Kirsten D. seconds, all in favor.

New Business
The Stoner Prairie Fun Run is a fundraising fun run and school spirit event. The date is TBD,
but most likely Friday, September 29 or Friday, October 6. Mr. V., Ms. Knott, and Ms. Seidl were
supportive of this new event to Stoner Prairie. All have had experience with similar events at
their children’s schools and Ms Seidl’s previous school. The money raised supports the PTO
objectives. This would be a whole school event during the school day to build school spirit and
community, promote exercise, and raise funds for classroom and student needs and to support
future fun events. Discussion about specifics began and thoughts about inclusion for all,
counting laps per student or as grade levels, prizes for different aspects of the event, ideas for
sponsorships, etc. Kirsten H. recommended a committee be formed, Kirsten D. seconds, all in
favor



Upcoming Events
August

● Kindergarten Play Dates - SP Playground & Belmar Hills Park - Friday 8/18
10:15-11:30am SP Playground, Sunday 8/27 2-4pm Belmar Hills Park

Volunteers signed up to be at the event with their children to welcome Kindergarten and new
families

● Back to School Night - Wednesday, August 30th 5-7pm (Meet and Greet with teacher,
supply drop off, outside fun, and food trucks)
PTO will supply lemonade, water, chalk and bubbles.
Ms. Seidl noted she would be communicating with Savanna Oaks Principal since their
Back to School night is the same and work together to make the event an
elementary/middle school community gathering.

● Spirit Wear Sale: Phoebe is working on the design for spirit shirts. PTO supports the
staff shirts and student shirts are for sale. Discussion about online sales or in person.
Most in favor for having t-shirts in person to try on size, feel the quality of the shirt, etc.
Kirsten H. suggested having spirit wear throughout the year at events. Ms. Knott agreed
that would be nice for new staff, new families, and students who may have outgrown
previously purchased clothing or missed events where it was sold. Ms. Knott will get
staff shirt sizes to Phoebe by August 7 to be ordered on August 8.

September
● Chalk the Walk - the night before the first day of school 9/4 5-6pm. We supply chalk.

Come and decorate the sidewalks leading to the school for a colorful and friendly way to start
the year!

● Teacher Breakfast - Krista and Kirsten will coordinate with Ms. Seidl for the breakfast to
be supplied. Usually during one of the teacher's back to school work days. Sign-up
genius coming soon for iced coffee, fruit, yogurt, jugs of juice. PTO supplies pastries &
coffee. There will be a Venmo option for families to support this effort with a monetary
donation instead of items.

● Fill the Freezer Fundraiser - Choc Shoppe - Date coming soon
● End of September Fun Run- Information and Date coming soon
● Harvest fest Garden clean up with students - There will be a sign-up genius for

volunteers, Krista and committee will plan activities for each grade
October

● Fall conference meal for staff
● Book Fair - 10/9-10/13 Volunteers will be needed. Sign Up genius will be used.
● Dine out night Hop Haus Date TBD

November
Rusty Dog Coffee/Tea Fundraiser: Heather reported our sales were down from the previous
year when we used Collectivo. Willing to try it another year for ease of online payments.

● Fall/Winter Event - Ashley suggested a luminary event that had been done at her
previous school in Colorado. More information and planning to come. Possible location
the Boys and Girls Club and partnering with Ms. Browman to connect with Social
Emotional Learning Curriculum.



Announcements/Questions:
Volunteers always needed to help with all efforts of the PTO. Sign up here for different ways to
be involved. Committee sign-up google doc

Ashley suggested we find ways to get more involvement from our school community. Ms. Knott
suggested we use the Boys and Girls Club for some of our future meetings to connect with
Stoner Prairie Families that don’t live immediately surrounding the school building. We all
thought this was a great idea. Kirsten D will reach out to Ms. Knott and Boys and Girls Club to
schedule.

Meeting adjourned at 8:01pm

Next Meeting Tuesday August 1, 2023 6:00-7:00pm Location TBD

Respectfully submitted by Kirsten Donaldson, Stoner Prairie PTO Secretary

Please contact the PTO by emailing any of the following at stonerprairiepto@gmail.com

Krista Kohls: Co-President
Kirsten Heggeseth: Co-President
Heather Dipko: Treasurer
Kirsten Donaldson: Secretary
Phoebe Natzke: Fundraising

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nF6AbmIMnLJkFzgB1Wt3qUmehvlTFCMcOJbcknNdvlI/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:stonerprairiepto@gmail.com

